Chromosome variability in Brazilian populations of Drosophila buzzatii (Diptera, Drosophilidae).
Analysis of 28 strains of Drosophila buzzatii from six different localities revealed that populations from southern Brazil apparently differ from northeastern populations in chromosome structure. Of the 16 polymorphic chromosome inversions detected in this species, only two (2j and 5c2) were present in southern populations. The Northeastern populations were the first of this species found not to have the 2j inversion. This suggests that the populations of Drosophila buzzatii may have lost chromosome polymorphism during dispersion, supporting the idea that the current geographic distribution of this species in South America is due to active dispersion.